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she had concealed, behind a picture, a large sum of money. He accordingly paid her a visit at the Thullieries [sic], and telling her that he stood in need of a sum of money, begged of her to lend him some. Madame pretended that he had been misinformed ; that what money she had was placed out at interest, and that she had hardly enough for her regular expenses. He replied, that he believed her, and the conversation turned to other subjects.
Napoleon did not lose sight of his object; and a few days after, he went in private to take his dinner with her. Having finished his repast, he examined the pictures, and fixing himself before that which contained the casket, he said, " I shall be obliged to you if you will make me a present of that painting." " Certainly, with much pleasure, my son/' she replied, " and I will order it to be sent to you." He immediately rings the bell, and calling for the domestics, commands them to take down the picture. Madame endeavoured to oppose him, but Buonaparte would be obeyed. As soon as the picture was removed, he perceived the casket, examined its contents, and ordered it to be conveyed into his carriage : he immediately took his departure, without an observation to his mother, who saw the seizure with disappointment and pain.
After the battle of Tilsit,1 the Emperor had an interview with the Queen of Prussia. On the preceding evening, he said to one of his generals, " I am informed that her Majesty is a fine woman." " She is a rose," replied the general, " surrounded by a shrubbery of
1 An obvious error. The Emperors of France and Russia met at Tilsit June 25, 1807.750-1836). the superiority of our manufacturesring sobriquets of "Our Lady of Thermidor," or " Our Lady of Good Help," is effectively disposed of in M. L. Gastine's admirable biography, of which a translation has been published by Mr. John Lane (1913).am 1776.
